
Memo 
 
To:  Bennington State Office Building Employees 
From: Sharon Moffatt, RN, MSN Commissioner, Vermont Department of 

Health (VDH) 
Tasha Wallis, Commissioner, Department of Buildings and General 
Services (BGS) 

Through: Charlie Gingo, Agency of Human Services (AHS) Field Director 
Re:  Building Concerns 
Date:  August 4, 2006 
 
We are writing to follow up on health concerns in the Bennington District and share with 
you some immediate next steps.  These steps are part of the ongoing follow up to our July 
18th meetings with employees of the building. 
 
On Monday, Aug. 7, staff from VDH and BGS, along with an indoor air consultant and a 
ventilation engineer, will inspect the Bennington State Office Building. The inspection is 
part of our ongoing investigation of health concerns, primarily sarcoidosis, among 
employees.  
 
The epidemiological survey has also been developed and sent to the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health for review. Employees will receive the survey in mid-
August and a team from VDH will be sent to Bennington to assist employees with the 
survey. Response from the survey will supplement and support the ongoing investigation. 
 
We intend to include union representation in the inspection on Monday, as well as in our 
ongoing investigation. Additionally, we will continue to keep employees and VSEA fully 
informed. Our efforts have been and will continue to be sustained, unified and timely. 
 
The inspection on Monday is part of our continued response to health concerns. As noted 
above, this response has included four meetings with employees to answer questions and 
concerns. During the most recent meeting hosted by VSEA representatives on Aug. 1, 
VDH and BGS were questioned about not adequately consolidating resources.   
 
We can assure you that both agencies, working jointly under the Agency of Human 
Services, are committed to investigating these health concerns and are working to ensure 
that if there are problems with the building they will be addressed.   
 
We will take every possible precaution to protect the health of our employees. If you 
have questions or concerns, please contact Scott Johnson, Deputy Commissioner of AHS 
Field Services at 802-241-3529 or 802-241-2100 since Charlie Gingo will be on vacation 
from August 7th through August 22nd. 


